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Meet Jared Sidney Torrance
This photo is a rare find, recently discovered in the book, “Torrence and Allied Families”,
by Robert M. Torrence, 1938.
These words appeared in the privately published “The Descendants of Lewis Hart and
Anne Elliott” by Mrs. Jared Sidney Torrance, Los Angeles, 1923. Compiled by Jared Sidney
Torrance during the winter of 1915-16, he passed away on March 29, 1921 before he placed
it in book form.
―It is with the deepest sense of gratitude and appreciation of a friend, that I respond to the
request to prefix a few lines on the character and personality of the man whose life history
follows — Jared Sidney Torrance.
Sidney, as he was familiarly called, was well known throughout Southern California, as
well as many other sections of the United States, and always made close and intimate friendships. Not especially social
by nature, or seeking social atmosphere, he nevertheless, in a strange and peculiar way imparted sociability at every
contact. He was an excellent sportsman in all his club associations, a man whose presence was eagerly sought
because it radiated life at its very best. He was a true philanthropist in every way, and gave his time, counsel and
financial assistance through all his years among us. To know him and be in his presence was always a privilege and an
inspiration to good works, either in the uplifting of our community , or in philanthropic and charitable undertakings. He
was a man of great force and personal charm, one who could always grasp large affairs, and showed unusual wisdom
and optimism. A fair criticism of him might be that he burdened himself too heavily with great responsibilities, but this
was due to the fact that he was happiest in producing, developing, and working out new schemes for progress. Many
examples of this may be seen throughout his career, noticeably his idealistic, industrial plan consummated in the town
which bears his name — Torrance.
In any history of the tremendous growth of Los Angeles, his name must always be prominent in financial development. With his days so filled, he nevertheless had time for the small matters that would help the other man; and where
investments with others were concerned, he would sacrifice himself rather than have the other injured, and was ever
ready to give freely of his time and strength to those who made the right appeal.
A strong personality was Sidney, with a spirit of optimism and cheerfulness, great personal magnetism and charm.‖
W. JARVIS BARLOW, Los Angeles, California, April Twelfth, 1922

Community Partnerships

President’s Column: Kurt Weideman

I would like to share with our Torrance Historical Society (THS) membership a precept that I think enhances
the success of our organization – the ability to maintain and nurture partnerships with like-minded organizations
devoted to the enrichment of our community. In these times of uncertain economics, it is important for
non-profits and service organizations to have relationships, and I would like to share three of ours:
Celebrating our City’s Centennial, this year’s opening production of Works in Progress – the 2012 Visionaries
series, was ―Jared Sidney Torrance‖ written by John Powers. In addition to offering the author the Torrance
Historical Society Museum’s copy of the unpublished autobiography of J. S. Torrance, and rehearsal space at the
Museum, THS provided a post performance wine and cheese tasting which added to the ambiance of this
Opening Night event.
In another Centennial event, ―One Book One City‖, the Torrance Public Library Foundation (TPLF)
sponsored a month long series of events revolving around the biographical bestseller, ―Unbroken‖, written by
Laura Hillenbrand about Torrance’s local hero, Louis Zamperini. In order to help TPLF promote this event, THS
provided numerous Zamperini artifacts from our archives for a display at the Katy Geissert Library. In a related
event, THS provided docents to lead (and provide commentary on) TPLF’s ―Zamperini Bus Tour‖.
For many years, THS has been an integral part of History Day to both ―Leadership Torrance‖ and ―Junior
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Leadership Torrance‖. These programs sponsored by
the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce are
designed to develop effective leaders by teaching
participants an appreciation of local history,
government and culture.
These are just three of the partnerships that our
Historical Society has developed, but there are more.
For example; Torrance Sister City Association
sponsors a student exchange program each summer,
and every year THS offers these students from
Kashiwa, Japan, tours of the Museum and downtown
Torrance. For TUSD, THS offers Third graders
Museum tours for their class project, as well as
participation in the Torrance Middle School
Leadership Conference.
All of these relationships benefit both our
organization and the ones that we are partnering with.
Ultimately, the benefit is to the citizens of the
community.

Become a Member - 1/2 Price!!!
With 2012 being the City’s Centennial year, there is no
time like the present to learn about the past — especially in
Torrance. As an incentive, Torrance Historical Society
memberships will be offered at half price (except for Life
memberships), with memberships good until February
2013.
Memberships make great gifts — perfect for the person
who has everything! If you purchase a membership as a gift
(the gift that keeps on giving), upon request, we will mail
the lucky recipient a certificate of notification.

Annual Meeting & Election
of the proposed 2012-2013
Slate of Officers below will be held
Sunday, June 3rd, 2012 at 11 am
Invitations will be mailed. Save the date!
President
1st VP Programs
2nd VP Membership
3rd VP Fundraising
4th VP Newsletter
Secretary
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Historian
Special Events
Museum Volunteers
Member–at–Large
Parliamentarian

_______
Janet Payne
Helen Nowatka
Debbie Hays
Jill Maroney
Ann Strong
Keri Gilbert
Gene Higginbotham
Jamie Ruth Watson
Joann Miyamoto
Judi Gerber
Jerry Ronan
(Appointed)

Check out the Louis Zamperini display cases
in the Torrance Historical Society Museum
and at Torrance Airport, aka Zamperini Field
Mark your calendars for…..

Rock Around A Century
THS Museum
Thursday, July 19, 2012
5 to 8 pm

Torrance Fire Department’s Centennial Badge
Sharing the City’s 100 birthday, the Torrance Fire Dept. is ―Celebrating a Century of Community Service”. The
TFD started as a volunteer organization during the very first meeting of the town’s leadership in 1912.
To commemorate the historic occasion, all uniformed members of the department are wearing a specially
minted badge during the Centennial period. The badge design is an adaptation of a 1930’s era badge donated
to the department by former member Eugene (Gene) Walker. Mr. Walker was hired by the City of Torrance on
June 1, 1939, as the department’s sixth paid member. His hiring made him the third and final member of ―B‖
platoon; the other three members of the department were assigned to ―A‖ platoon. The two-platoon system
continued until 1961 when it was replaced by a three platoon rotation. An entire group of new personnel were hired for and assigned to
―C‖ platoon. The three platoon (or shift) system continues to be in place today.
In 1939, Mr. Walker was hired as a Fire Engineer. All six paid members of the department were Fire Engineers. The Fire Chief was
known as the Chief Engineer, a title currently in the City’s Charter. In case of alarm, the Fire Engineer(s) would drive the fire engine(s)
to the scene and wait for the ―callmen,‖ who were paid by the call, to arrive and serve as firefighters. The city also had many volunteer
firefighters who assisted in fire department operations. Mr. Walker retired as a Battalion Chief on November 24, 1963.
The 100th Anniversary Commemorative Torrance Fire Department badge will be worn until December 31, 2012, by all uniformed
Fire Personnel.
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Jared Sidney Torrance Award goes to….. Janet Payne!
In 1984, the Jared Sidney Torrance Award was established
by the Torrance City Council. This most prestigious award is
given to citizens who have continuously served the
community through a lifetime of leadership and dedication.
Janet Payne’s 30-plus years of dedicated service to the
community through her volunteering for organizations such
as the Torrance Historical Society, the Old Torrance
Neighborhood Association (founding member), Torrance
Woman's Club, Volunteer Center, South Bay Children’s
Health Center, Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission,
Torrance Cultural Arts Foundation, Switzer Center, and
many more, have made Janet a well deserving and proud recipient of this award.
Congratulations to someone who has given much of herself to make our Torrance community a better place
to live, work and play!

Girl Scouts of America- Celebrating 100 Years
The City of Torrance is not the only one celebrating a centennial birthday in March this year.
So are the Girl Scouts of America!! In the spirit of 100 years of building girls of courage, confidence and character
whose goal is to make the world a better place, the Torrance Historical Society Museum has on display a 1914
Girl Scout uniform and a 1927 Brownie uniform and official shoes (from the collection of Carolyn Nestrick).
What started out as 18 girls in Savannah, Georgia, assembled for the first local Girl Scout meeting, has turned into a
membership of over 3.2 million girls and adults in every residential zip code and in 90 countries. Nearly 60 million women
living in the U.S. today are Girl Scout alumnae, and . . . that includes some of your Board Members!
Stop by the museum and see the display dedicated to the girls whose contributions continue to make a positive difference
in the world.

40 Years of Friendship — Torrance and Kashiwa
Torrance and its Sister City of Kashiwa, Japan, will be celebrating their 40th anniversary of friendship this year.
Forty (40) delegates from Kashiwa will be visiting Torrance October 11-15, 2012. The group will include their new Mayor,
Mr. Hiroyasu Akiyama, city staff, and members of the Kashiwa International Relations Association.
Since Torrance is celebrating its Centennial, activities planned for the Kashiwa delegates will mainly focus on Torrance.
The visit will begin with a grand welcome at City Hall on Friday, October 12, 2012. Other activities/places of interest
include the planting of another cherry tree at the Sister City grove on the east lawn of the Cultural Arts Center, a visit to
Farmers' Market, Hull Middle School, Kashiwa Street, Torrance Beach, a visit to a Torrance Sister City Association (TSCA)
member's home for lunch, a historic homes tour, a Mayor's dinner, and a high school sports event, all being planned by the
40th Anniversary Committee. Members of TSCA, and its supporters, are invited and encouraged to attend the banquet to
be held on Sunday, October 14, 2012 at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel.
In March 2013, the Torrance delegates will be visiting Kashiwa. March is cherry blossom time in Japan. Hopefully, the
group will be able to see many flowers in radiant bloom. While in Kashiwa, the group will visit/see/learn about the many
interesting places and facets of Kashiwa and the Japanese culture. The 40 delegates from Torrance will
include Mayor Scotto, city personnel, and members of TSCA. Applications are now being accepted.
Anniversary celebrations are only held every five years. These celebrations are an opportunity to
renew and further strengthen our friendship and to learn more about each other's culture.

For more information, please contact Hazel Taniguchi at (310) 328-1238.

Riviera Historic Homes Tour
Friday and Saturday, June 1 and 2, 2012 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
$35.00 in advance or $40.00 on tour day
Check the website for more info: www.RivieraGardenClub.com

Torrance Historical Society & Museum
1345 Post Avenue
Torrance, CA 90501
310-328-5392
www.TorranceHistoricalSociety.org
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NEW DISPLAYS OF OLD—COME AND CHECK THEM OUT!!! W, TH, SUN 1:00 TO 4:00
The Torrance Historical Society was founded in 1973 as a non-profit organization to acquire, display and encourage
public interest in preserving items relevant to the history of Torrance and the San Pedro Rancho. The Society has an
ever-growing collection of photos, documents, books, artifacts and other material, and you’re invited to see some of the
latest acquisitions on display, which include:
• 1950s Fosters Freeze ice cream carton and spoon
• Torrance Mounted Police Bronze plaque
• 1943 toy cap pistol
• Piece of the blue mosaic facade from the Daily Breeze
• Original wood telephone conduit (found buried in the alley behind what is now the Red Car
Brewery & Restaurant, formerly home to the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co. from 1928 - 1953
Torrance Historical Society & Museum Membership Form
Name _________________________ Address ____________________________________________________________
Home Phone (____) _____ - ______ Email _______________________________________________________________

 Adult – $20

 Family – $30

 Youth (<18) - $10

 Business/Organization – $50

 Senior (65+) - $15

 Individual Life Membership – $350

 Donation $ __________________________
Please mail this form with your check made payable to: ―Torrance Historical Society‖

Torrance Historical Society
1345 Post Avenue
Torrance, CA 90501

