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Louis Zamperini’s Bomber Jacket Takes Flight 

In February, we received a request from the 307th Bomb Wing of the USAF 

— a group who is honored to have Louis Zamperini’s legacy as part of its 

history. His exploits during World War II and his contributions to his        

community afterward, embody everything they aspire to be as Citizen 

Airmen.  Their commander, Col. Bruce Cox, was scheduled to attend the 

Air Force Global Strike Command (AFGSC) conference in March, and at 

this conference, each commander has an opportunity to bring a         

historical artifact that tells the story of their unit and its mission. Col. Cox, 

having great admiration for Zamperini, wanted to bring something of his 

to the conference. 

The Torrance Historical Society is the caretaker of the Louis Zamperini Trust Collection, and it is rare we 

ever loan any artifacts from this collection — let alone, without a member of our Board accompanying 

it.  Through the cooperative efforts on behalf of many on the east coast and the west coast, it was  

decided Zamperini’s bomber jacket would be couriered by Dick Smisek (Torrance Historical Society’s 

President, Jill Maroney’s, father) via first class air in a carry-on approved rolling case.  The jacket,    

carefully stuffed and wrapped with acid free paper, took flight from Los Angeles on March 16th, 

2017.   The transfer of the jacket was made at Barksdale AFB, Louisiana.  When the jacket was not with 

Col. Cox, it was housed and cared for at the Base Museum.  During the AFGSC event in March, the 

jacket was on display (professionally curated) at Whiteman, AFB, MO. Col. Cox described the          

significance of both events, and the jacket:  

Air Force Global Strike Command Senior Leader Conference: During this     

annual event, Gen. Robin Rand (four star), holds a formal military gala          

attended solely by AFGSC Wing Commanders and their Command Chiefs.  

At the gala, each Wing Commander must present to the conclave a heraldic 

device, providing an animated accounting of the device and the American 

Airman with whom the device is associated. As you can imagine, the World 

War II bomber jacket of Capt. Louis Zamperini stole the show!  

307th Bomb Wing 75 Year Anniversary & Awards Gala: 75 years after the founding of the 307th        

Bombardment Group, Long Ranger American Airman from World War II to current times gathered to      

celebrate the rich heritage of the 307th flag. We were honored to have veterans from almost every 

military action from ’42 to today (we don’t believe we had any veteran from Grenada and Panama’s 

“Just Cause”). Again, centerpiece to the formal gala, was Capt. Zamperini’s jacket. The line to read 

the rich history of the Long Rangers and that of Capt. Zamperini persisted throughout the evening. 

Both events served to motivate and inspire former and current serving members of the 307th Bomb 

Wing. The success was overwhelming . . . most due in part to the unrivaled story of Capt. Louis 

Zamperini.  

It was also at the 75th Anniversary Gala that the Zamperini Warrior Award was given (funded by WWII 

307th Bomb Group).  

On Tuesday, April 17th, Col. Cox personally returned Zamperini’s bomber jacket to the Museum.  Our 

President and her father, started the Col.’s day with a private tour of the Western Museum of Flight, 

and then brought him to the Torrance Historical Society where he was greeted by the Mayor, Luke 

Zamperini and other Board Members.  The Col. got a first-hand look at the Zamperini Trust Collection at 

the Museum and Zamperini Field, listened to stories about Louis from his son, Luke; was treated to lunch 

at the Red Car, went on a private tour of Zamperini’s old stompin’ grounds, and had a sunset dinner at 

the beach.  He said, Torrance’s hospitality rivals that of his home town in Texas.  

Signing off now, as Col. Bruce R. Cox, USAF, Commander, 307th Bomb Wing, always does . . .  

History makes you smart…Heritage makes you proud!  

Blue Skies...Baghdad  

 

www.torrancehistoricalsociety.org 

Left to Right: Colonel Bruce Cox, 

Janet Payne, and Luke Zamperini  

LZ Bomber Jacket & Dick Smisek 



 

 

 Torrance Wins                
“Tournament Volunteers’ Trophy” 

2017 Rose Parade Entry 

Torrance - “Be Your Own Knight”: West 

High School senior Lindsey Beckmeyer, 

the concept winning designer for the 

float, portrays the brave Knight in this gender-role reversal of 

the traditional fairy-tale, where the female knight defends her 

castle and citizens from the furious winged dragon.  
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OUT AND ABOUT 

 

Meet the Author & Book Signing  

Sunday, May 21st - 2:00 PM  

96 year-young, WWII Veterans Mel & Muriel Engelman 

will share their story - 

Mel served as a Marine in the Pacific Theatre while 

Muriel served as an Army nurse behind the front lines 

at the Battle of the Bulge.  

Museum - Free (books $20) 

 

Walking Tour of Old Torrance  

4th Sunday, May - October - 1:30 PM  

Starts at the Museum - Free 

 

Names on the Wall Remembrance  

Memorial Day - Monday, May 29th - 2:00 PM  

City of Torrance Veterans’ Memorial Wall  

Torrance Blvd. at Maple Ave. - Free  

 

Downtown Art Walk  

Saturday, June 24th - 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM  

Outstanding local artists from the South Bay will be 

showcased in over a dozen venues including the   

Torrance Historical Society & Museum.  

Starts at APC Fine Arts Gallery - 1621 Cabrillo Ave.,  

Old Torrance - Free 

 

Guided Bus Tour - Zamperini’s Old Haunts  

(Annual Meeting & Installation of Officers)  

Sunday, June 4th - 9:30 AM  

Members: $20 / Non-Members - $25  

Tour starts & ends at Museum– reservations required 

 

Rock Around the Block 1950’s Celebration  

Thursday, July 20th - 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM  

1950s-style family fun - 50s Cars, In-N-Out Burgers, 

Cake Walk, Bubble Gum Blowing, Hula-Hoop and Pie 

Eating Contests  

Museum - Free (nominal charge for burgers) 

 

Summer Stroll  

Date: TBD - 6:00 PM  

A docent-led tour into some of the hip restaurants in 

Old Torrance, for a sip & a snack, and a peek into the 

past behind the brick and mortar  

Starts at the Museum - $35 (reservation required, 

adults only) 

 

Visit with a Veteran  

Pull-up a chair and visit with a Veteran  

Sunday, November 12th - 2:00 PM  

Museum - Free  

 Speaking of Roses… 

At a recent City Council meeting, the 
new City of Torrance Rose was             

unveiled.  In celebration of their 125th      

Anniversary, The American Rose Society, 

developed a special rose especially for our City -- a mini flora 

and a 2014 cross of a Fairhope X Seedling. It is orange-pink in 

color and will grow from 3 1/2 to 4 feet in height, and about      

1 1/2 feet in width.  It is anticipated to be both a good garden 

rose and also a good  exhibition rose.  

 

 

Thanks to a bipartisan effort lead by former South Bay              

Assemblyman David Hadley (R), a two-mile stretch of the 405 

Freeway between Redondo Beach Blvd. and Western Ave., will 

be named the Louis Zamperini Memorial Highway — after our 

Hometown Hero.  

 

Thanks to the community’s generous support of the Zamperini 

Highway Dedication Project, the signage will be installed on  

Saturday, June 3rd.  Those joining us for the Guided Bus Tour of 

Louis Zamperini’s Old Haunts on Sunday, June 4th, will be among 

the first to see the new signs.   

Donors include . . .    

     Frank & Marcia Long 

Torrance Refining Co,   Bob Habel   

Torrance Lomita Airport Rotary  Mary Hoffman 

Donna & Gary Duperron  Lynda Kraemer 

Janet & Charles Payne   Richard Eli Kuhns 

Debbie & Todd Hays   Rensin, Inc. 
Jim & Jo Standifer   Nice Guy Productions 

Ann & Todd Strong   David & Cheryl Thom 

Together, we’re keeping history alive!  

2018 Torrance Rose Float   

“Making a Difference” is the theme for the 2018 Tournament 

of Roses Parade.  The Torrance Rose Float Associaton, once 

again invited all five Torrance High School’s to submit a 

drawing for consideration.  The winning entry came from 

West High (again) -- Irene Tsay’s float design was inspired by 

the Madrona Marsh.  It is estimated 

that 5000 lbs of flora and fauna will 

be needed to cover the float. Float 

rendering provided courtesy of Fiesta 

Parade Floats  
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Jamie Ruth Watson 

Often times it isn’t until someone is gone that we really start to take notice how much 

they do.  If you were to thumb through the pages of Jamie’s life, you’d be amazed at 

her story.   

Though she was never married nor had children, hers is a tale of 68 years of                

adventure.  A wonderful life filled with books, beaches, cats, Cherry Cola, friends,  

family, history, hair color, politics, peace symbols, tea, travel and a sense of             

community that almost needs its own appendix.   

Jamie was the main character in the many organizations to which she belonged     

including the AAUW; Betsy Tacy Group; City of Torrance Environmental, Library and 

Planning Commissions; League of Women Voters, Surfrider Foundation and the          
Torrance Historical Society — to name just a few.  She didn’t just purchase a           

membership, she kicked off her flip flops, wiggled her toes in the sand, and got         

involved. 
 

Each chapter of her life, keeps you yearning to learn more about it.  The more we 

read, the more endearing our heroine becomes to us.   We lick our finger to quickly 

turn to the next page to see what happens next.  She was a good read.    

She loved parties!  Her annual, often themed, and always included a 

turkey dinner with all the trimmings, Christmas party brought together 

the likes of Congressmen, City Councilmembers & Commissioners; fellow Librarians, 

historians and artists — all of whom she had the pleasure of calling, “friend.”   

Her friends were as varied and eclectic as the books on her shelves. 

So, as we reluctantly, and slowly, close this book, hating to see the story end, we say  

to our dear friend, Jamie . . .  

   Lover of life 

  Free-spirited hippie at heart 

Traveler of the world 

So early you depart. 

 

Torrance High School Mascot 

“Has Torrance High School ever had any other 

mascot besides the Tartar?” 
 

Almost every day, we receive history related 

questions.  With archives and files bursting with 

information, hiding the secrets of the past — answers are just waiting 

to be found. 
 

Though, to answer this question, we turned to Torrance High School 

(THS) Alumni Assoc. President, Gail Morgan, for details. 

The short-and-sweet answer is, “No!”  Morgan explained, “The Class of 

1923, the first class to graduate from THS (all other classes graduated 

from Torrance School, the last class being from 1922), selected the 

school colors, mascot, fight songs and the Alma Mater.  Before that, 

there was nothing.  It wasn’t until 1925/1926 that they started sports 

teams, female and male, the newspaper and the yearbook (1926). 
 

However, in the 40s, 50s and 60s, we also had Tammy Tartar.  But. . . 

always just one mascot -- the Tartar.”    This year, Torrance High  

School is celebrating its 100th birthday!  To keep up-to-date on       

upcoming activities and events, and trivia, visit: 

www.TorranceHighCentennial.com  

 THANKS FOR  

GIVING PARTY AT 

THE MUSEUM 

 

There’s nothing more precious than the gift of 

time.  In November, our Volunteers were treated 

to a candlelight Thanks for Giving Party to       

celebrate the difference they make in our   

community  — starting right here with the        

Torrance Historical Society. Candelight provided 

by Linda Kraemer, and uplighting provided by 

DJ Ozzie. 

THS Memberships make great gifts! Call the 

Museum today at (310) 328-5392 and we 

will send your gift of membership to your 

friends and family!  

From L to R: Debbie Hays, Jerry Ronan, Jamie Ruth 

Watson, Kurt Weideman, Janet Payne, and Santa  

http://www.TorranceHighCentennial.com


 

 

Celebrating 55 Years 

Torrance Area's League of Women Voters 

 

In honor of Women's History Month, the Torrance Historical         

Society hosted the League of Women Voters (Torrance Area)  

55th Birthday Celebration on Sunday, March 12, 2017. 

A crowd gathered to join both organizations in a stroll down 

memory lane viewing memorabilia, photos, documents and 

treasures from the League and the Museum.  A favorite is the    

image from the Torrance Herald Newspaper of Former Mayor 

Katy Geissert, in her 20's, pointing to a poster highlighting the pros 

and cons of upcoming state ballot   

proposals. 

The League of Women Voters, a 

nonpartisan political organization, 

encourages informed and active participation in government 

and influences  public policy through education and advocacy. 

 

Former Mayor Dee Hardison shares insight and    
amusing stories of Former Mayor Katy Geissert, one   
of the League's founding members, with the crowd.   
Photo: Emma Simmons  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

When I became President of the Torrance Historical  

Society, I didn’t know quite 

what to expect. Now that I 

am wrapping up my first year, 

I look back and reflect, and 

it’s been fantastic. We’ve put 

on many wonderful programs, 

done some maintenance on 

the Museum (after it finally 

stopped raining!), and, most 

recently, partnered with a group on a special project. 

This project saw my Dad going on a courier run and 

having a very unexpected adventure. 

We have a wonderful, diverse, dedicated bunch of 

people working hard to keep Torrance’s history alive 

and relevant to today, and it’s fun and rewarding to  

be a part of it. 

Enjoy reading this edition of our newsletter, and I hope 

to see you at some of our upcoming events! 

 -Jill  

TORRANCE TRIVIA CHALLENGE 

1) Who was our first Lifetime member? 

2) What year did Torrance enter their first float 

in the Rose Parade? 

3) What was the original name of Post Ave? 

4) What was the form of public transportation in 

Torrance during the early years? 

5) Who was our first directly elected Mayor? 

ANSWER KEY:  1) Pete Zamperini, 2) 1914,  3) Guadaloupe Ave,  4) Red Cars,  5) Albert Eisen 

Torrance Historical Society & Museum 

1345 Post Ave (at Cravens) 

(310) 328-5392 

Hours: Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday 

1:00PM– 4:00PM 
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