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On July 20, 2017, we marked our  
13th annual Rock Around the 

Block, a celebration of Torrance’s 1956 
All-America City Award. This family 
event featured fun 50s style activities  
including the Torrelles a Capella  
group singing favorites from the 50s, 
bubble gum blowing, hula hoop  
and pie eating contests, music by  
DJ Ozzie, the In-N-Out burger truck,  
and over 80 classic cars that lined  
the streets around the Museum. 

The event was a rockin’ success 
thanks to the help of 100+ volunteers 
who organized set-up, cleaned-up 

and kept the crowd entertained, as 
well as partnerships with the City of 
Torrance, and the generous donations 
of cakes, pies and other goodies from 
Torrance Bakery.

The Torrance Historical Society 
not only rocked around the block last  
July, but also rocked throughout 2017. 
Inside these pages are just a few of 
the events that made the past year so 
fun. We hope you enjoy this look back 
at some of them, and be sure to check 
the listing of . . .

more rockin’ events  
to come in 2018. 

We Rocked in 2017

The Torrelles A wonderful turnout!

Michelle & Steve Polcari  
running the Rock Painting booth

Cake Walk Hula Hoop Contest
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In November, our volunteers were treated to a candlelit  
“Thanks for Giving” Party to celebrate their year-round, heroic 

efforts in supporting the Torrance Historical Society & Museum.  
Thanks to DJ Ozzie for providing the special Super Hero  
up-lighting and to Lynda Kraemer for providing the candlelight. 

Zamperini’s Haunts Highlighted

Scaredown  
in Downtown

On Sunday, June 4, 2017, our new Board was installed,  
while guests enjoyed a light breakfast. Then we 

all boarded a bus for a tour of Hometown Hero Louis 
Zamperini’s old haunts, including his childhood home 
and the places where he used to hang out in his youth. 
From there, attendees also had the opportunity to view 
Zamperini memorabilia at Torrance Airport.  

The day was capped off with a cruise along the 
two-mile stretch of the 405 Fwy. between Redondo 
Beach Blvd. and Western Ave. that was dedicated as  
the Zamperini Memorial Highway. 

The Downtown Torrance Business Association (DTA) organized the first  
Annual Scaredown in Downtown that featured a variety of fun activities for  

the family including Trunk-or-Treat for kids, a Halloween maze, fortune tellers, 
pumpkin painting, sweets at Torrance Bakery, and a pub-crawl with specialty 
Halloween adult beverages. Our Museum featured an exhibit of paper mache 
skulls from Torrance High art students, an incredible Day of the Dead Altar,  
DJ Ozzie, vintage autos and was host to over 400 visitors during the evening.

Thanks to Our Super Heroes
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Photo courtesy of Mary Hoffman

Janet Payne, Jill Maroney  
and Delilah the Dinosaur

. . .  from the art classes of Carla Ramirez 
Torrance High School 

Day of the Dead skulls . . .

A sign was installed along this stretch of the 405 Fwy. to officially recognize the new name.

L to R:  Janet Payne, Jill Maroney, Debbie Hays,  
Jerry Ronan, Spiderman & DJ Ozzie
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Upcoming Events:
Meet the Author – Alice Solis:  
Mexican Americans in Torrance

Sunday, March 11 –  2:00 – 4:00 PM

Museum – Free 

Irish American Women  
in 1900s America 

Sunday, March 18  –  2:00 – 4:00 PM

Presented by Councilwoman Emeritus Maureen O’Donnell 

Museum – Free 

Walking Tour of Historic Old Torrance 
4th Sunday, May through October  –  1:30 PM

Starts at the Museum  –  Free 

Names on the Wall Remembrance 
Memorial Day, Monday, May 28  –  2:00 PM

City of Torrance Veteran’s Memorial Wall  

Torrance Blvd. at Maple – Free

Annual Meeting 
Madrona Marsh Interpretive Center

Sunday, June 3  –  11:30 AM

Lunch, election & installation of Officers,  

program and video about the murals in the center, followed by  

an optional tour of the Madrona Marsh led by Naturalist Tracy Drake.

$22 per person – Reservations required

Look for your invitation in the mail

Downtown Art Walk 
Date TBD

Outstanding local artists from the South Bay will be showcased in  

over a dozen venues including the Torrance Historical Society & Museum

Old Torrance – Free 

Rock Around the Block 1950s Celebration
Thursday, July 19th  –  5:00 – 8:00 PM

1950s style family fun – 50s cars, In-N-Out Burgers, Cake Walk,  

Bubble Gum Blowing, Hula-Hoop and Pie-eating Contests

Museum – Free (nominal charge for burgers)

7th Annual Summer Stroll 
Docent-led Walking Tour of historic buildings & a taste of what’s inside

August  –  Date TBD  –  Starts at the Museum   

$35 per person (reservation required, adults only)

Original Fall Tour of Historic Homes 
Saturday & Sunday, October 13 -14  –  11:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Starts at the Museum  –  $25 per person

Scaredown in Downtown
Date TBD

Downtown Torrance

Visit With a Veteran 
Sunday, November 11  –  Veteran’s Day

Museum  –  Free 

You may have noticed the new Wingfoot Two Goodyear 
blimp flying over the South Bay looks a little  

different than the old Spirit of America. You’re right! 
The new blimp was built by the Zeppelin Corporation  
of Germany. Yes, the same company, who back in the 
20s, built the Graf Zeppelin and the Hidenburg. The 
Spirit of America, which retired last year, was the 
last blimp built by the Goodyear Tire Company. If you 
would like to see some of the components of the Spirit of 
America, they are on display at the Western Museum of 
Flight (Zamperini Field – 3315 Airport Dr., Torrance), 
and include the flight cabin (Gondola) and one of the 
control fins, which helped steer the airship.

Torrance Historical Society member Adele Curtiss 
Ruxton shares this fond memory of the “old” blimp with us:

“In the early 1950s, when the blimp was at the old  
Torrance Airport, I was supposed to go up for a 20-minute  
ride! Not at all loving (or even liking) high places, I decided 
I would make it a GO! This whole trip had to do with a 
church group; my group, little girls I was teaching on 
Sunday mornings, had made perfect attendance during 
whatever time period was involved. (I was a student at 
Torrance High that year.) Mom dropped me off at the 
airport, girls were all excited, we all had tickets in hand 
and then..................”Uh, uh,” I said, “NO, Mom, you go with 
them!” (Mom didn’t have to; one of the Mothers said she 
would take my place.) I went home! I’ve not regretted what 
I couldn’t do, because since then I’ve tried a balloon ride, 
but couldn’t get my foot in the basket, stepped away from 
many a helicopter tour, some small planes too, had to say 
no or went but did not enjoy the flight part..........and yet I’ve 
been all over the world!! HOWEVER, I’m the passenger 
who has her LIGHT on when everyone else is asleep, her 
head in a book and hoping every minute that when the  
engines quit, the clouds will still hold the plane in place! 
Crazy! (My husband thought so too.) You know what? I don’t  
have to travel anymore; it’s kind of nice to stay “grounded.”

About the Blimp

The Blimp heading South along the PV Peninsula. Two pilots,  
William “Bill” Tymczyszyn, retired from United Airlines,  

and his brother John “Tym” Tymczyszyn, retired from FedEx, 
shot this, and many other photos, of the Goodyear Blimp.
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Coming  
Full Circle

by Cristian Vasquez 

On Memorial Day, 
aI was fortunate 

enough to attend the 
Torrance Historical 
Society’s reading of  
the Names on the Wall. The intimate event is exactly 
as its name would indicate: the names on the  
memorial wall are read to honor their ultimate 
sacrifice. There isn’t any music, there aren’t any 
readings and there isn’t a keynote speaker. After 
each name was read, there was a slight pause, and 
then the next name would be called. All of a sudden, 
a name made my heart skip a beat and a wave of 
raw emotion and memories flooded every inch of my 
body: Matthew Ferrara.

One of the first events I was asked to cover in 
Torrance was the dedication of Seaside Heroes Park. 
The park pays tribute to three of the City’s children 
fallen in combat: Joseph Anzack Jr., 20; Matthew 
C. Ferrara, 24; and Micah Gifford, 27, were killed 
from December 2006 to November 2007. After the 
ceremony and a few interviews, I was able to meet 
Linda Ferrara, Matthew’s mother, and she agreed to 
tell me about her son. A few days later, she greeted 

me at her door and invited me into her house where 
she would spend the next couple of hours sharing 
stories about Matthew. Later that week, Mario 
Ferrara, Matthew’s father, would spend some time 
with me over the phone; then Matthew’s sister would 
spend an hour or so sharing memories of her brother.

The kindness and warmth in their voices, despite  
the pain that they were living, was humbling. They 
spoke of a remarkable young man who had the 
academic capacity to attend the Ivy League School 
of his choice; an athlete with a competitive spirit 
only matched by his dedication to hard work; a 
loving son, a caring brother and an amazing friend. 
Matthew C. Ferrara embodied bravery, selflessness, 
integrity and character. He served his country with 
honor and it cost him, and his family, the ultimate 
sacrifice. For a few hours back in 2011, his family  
was generous enough to open their doors and 
hearts to a young reporter and share the memory  
of Matthew.

His story humbled me and it served as a reminder 
of the many blessings we enjoy as Americans due 
to the sacrifices that people like Matthew Ferrara 
have made. This year’s Memorial Day not only 
reminded me of the Ferrara’s, but it’s ensured that 
every time I drive passed the Memorial Wall  
I’m going to say a little prayer for that brave young 
man and his loving family.

Names on The Wall Remembrance 

Memorial Day brought the tradition of remembering Torrance service  
personnel who gave their lives in U.S. military actions with a reading of  

the names of the 146 Names on the Wall of the Memorial Plaza at City Hall.  
Approximately 100 community members attended the solemn ceremony. Board 
member Jerry Ronan is the Chair of the Names on the Wall project.

Thanks to Cristian Vasquez of the Torrance Tribune  
for contributing the following story about one of them, 
Matthew Ferrara (edited for space).

Visit With a Veteran  

On Sunday, November 12, visitors had the  
opportunity to meet with local veterans who  

served in World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam,  
the Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan. The Vets shared 
their stories, while guests showed their appreciation  
for their service and patriotism and enjoyed sharing 
delicious treats from Torrance Bakery. 

Matthew C. Ferrara
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Author Highlights Torrance High History 

On Sunday, October 15, to continue the celebration of Torrance High 
School’s Centennial, the Torrance Historical Society hosted a Meet  

The Author event with Loralee Spradlin, a Torrance Tartar herself, who 
discussed her new book entitled, Torrance High School. 

Torrance High School opened in wartime on  
September 11, 1917. The new school initially served 
all school-age children in one building – 19 high 
school students, and grades one to eight. By 1923, 
the elementary students had their own school, and 
Torrance High stood as the only high school until  
the 1950s. Today, it remains the oldest school still  
in continuous use in the state, and last year, was  
selected by Architectural Digest Magazine as the 
most beautiful public high school in California.

Jill Maroney & Janet Payne

We are so proud and happy 
to congratulate our own 

Jill Maroney who was selected 
as one of Switzer Center’s 2018 
South Bay Women of the Year! 
Jill was recognized as a leader 
in the volunteer world for  
many years and has made a 
significant impact on the  
South Bay Community. She 
has been involved with the PTA,  
serving on their Executive 
Board, the Torrance Sister City 
Association, serving as Vice 
President and Adult Leader, 
and the Torrance Historical 
Society, where she currently 
serves as President. Jill also 
finds time to support nonprofits 
such as Switzer Learning  
Center, Torrance Cultural Arts 
Foundation, Golden Heart 
Ranch and more. 

Do you have a Scout Troop or other group who you would 
like to reward or recognize? Or, maybe a local history 
lover and/or Torrance Historical Society & Museum 
supporter? We are happy to announce that we now have 
official Torrance Historical Society & Museum patches 
for sale! These colorful patches are available for $3 each 
and are the perfect way to recognize them both.

Torrance High Centennial Merchandise Still Available
Good news for those who missed out on getting Torrance High Centennial  
merchandise, you can still get T-shirts, sweatshirts and commemorative 
brick. Contact:  TorranceHigh100@tusd.org  or  310.533.4396 ext. 8032

Congratulations  
to our President!

Torrance Historical Society Patches Now Available:
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A Word From the President

It takes many partnerships to run a Museum with vibrant programs.  
Most of our partners are happy to remain in the background, but we’d 

like to give them a well-deserved thanks:
• The City of Torrance • Torrance CitiCABLE 3 • LA Supervisor Janice Hahn  
• DJ Ozzie • Torrance Chamber of Commerce • Downtown Torrance Association 
• Julie Randall - Torrance Street Faire Antiques (Typewriter Display) • Home 
Tour Sponsor – The Van Lingen Group • Rock Around The Block Sponsor – 
Sares Regis • Red Car Brewery & Restaurant • Torrance Bakery

Also, we are very fortunate to have the generous participation of  
many hip restaurants in Old Torrance for our annual Summer Stroll —  
a docent-led tour behind the brick and mortar for a sip & a snack, and a 
peek into the past.

It’s Home Tour year, so let’s not forget the amazing homeowners who 
open their doors for an entire weekend to allow the public inside their  
house to see how they have renovated, updated and decorated their historic  
homes to accommodate today’s life-style, yet managed to preserve the 
charming architecture and characteristics of the past for our biggest  
fundraiser The Original Fall Tour of Historic Homes.

Last, but not least, we’ve got loyal volunteers who come and staff the 
Museum in all sorts of different roles. All in all, the Torrance Historical  
Society is part of a wonderful village with some very generous and  
appreciated partners — thank you one and all!
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Torrance  
Historical Society  

& Museum
1345 Post Avenue  

(at Cravens)

310.328.5392

Hours:
Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday

1:00PM – 4:00PM
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Kicking Off History Day  
with Junior Leadership Torrance 

The Torrance Historical Society kicked-off the Torrance Area Chamber  
of Commerce's new LEAD (Leadership, Education and Development)  

program for juniors in high school. The program, designed to influence and 
inspire the future leaders of our community, has been modeled after the 
format of the Chamber's highly regarded Leadership Torrance curriculum.  
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Reminder:
Don’t forget to renew your  

Torrance Historical Society membership  

when you receive your membership  

letter in the mail. 

And, memberships make great gifts! 
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