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New Life for Old News
By Michael George, Member at Large

Michael George shows off papers covering
50 years of scandal, progress, and small
town news that were saved by digitization.

Popular Walking
Tours Begin
Celebrating National
Preservation Month, our
popular Fourth Sunday
Walking Tours began May
22. Theses tours are
offered FREE to the public
from May through October
each year. The docent-led
tours highlight local
landmarks, and participants
will find themselves
learning about local history,
fun facts, and trivia as they
visit historical sites in Old
Torrance. No reservations
are required. Tours begin
at the Museum at 1:30 p.m.

In the past, when I volunteered at the Museum, my favorite
thing to do was pull out a morgue book (large book of newspapers) and read up on the past doings of our fair city. In early issues of the Torrance Herald, I read articles headlined ―Airships Are
Here to Stay,‖ and ―The Panama Canal Opens in July.‖ I was tickled to learn that ―Mr. and Mrs. J. Isenstein and children [one of
whom was a future mayor of Torrance] autoed to Redondo Sunday
and spent the morning in the beach city.‖ The pace of life in Torrance was a little different in 1914! I also loved to read about the
1950s in the sensational Torrance Press with its ―Leave Town or
Else!‖ headlines. But the news I was reading was literally deteriorating in my hands. Something had to be done to preserve this
resource and make it available to a wider audience.
That was over six years ago. Now, with my Android, laptop, or
other electronic devices, I can read the news from 1964 without
damaging the originals—and so can you. Simply click onto the
library’s webpage at www.torranceca.gov/LibraryArchive/ to access over fifty years of Torrance history (1913 to 1969). No more
(Continued on page 3)

Will You Help Preserve History?
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN: KURT WEIDEMAN
I have often reflected on how blessed our organization is to have committed folks like you—members, volunteers, and supporters dedicated to the
preservation and enhancement of our city’s history. Your dedication and enthusiasm are the lifeblood of our Society and are responsible for all the good
works that we are able to do for this community.
In that spirit, I would like to make a special appeal for volunteers on behalf
of two of our projects that have unique value to the community (and are close
to my heart):
“Names on the Wall” A couple of years ago, the Torrance Historical Society acted on a suggestion by member Gerry Ronan and embarked upon a
project to gather and preserve the too-short life story of each of the 146 Torrance military personnel who gave their lives in service to the country and are
listed on the Memorial Wall at Torrance Civic Center. Next year, one of the
events during our Torrance Centennial Celebration will be the rededication of
this wall. However, to date we have biographies on only about half of the
names listed. We need volunteer researchers to complete this project. Fortu(Continued on page 2)
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nately, this task is now easier with the digitization of
the historic Torrance newspapers.
“Historic Resources Survey” Our Society, in
partnership with the City of Torrance, is preparing to
survey the significant and original housing stock and
other structures that were built during the formation of
Torrance. This project will require each volunteer to
survey one of the blocks of the Olmstead District. No
knocking on doors is required, and we will train you.
With your help, this monumental task of surveying
4,000 units in this area will be manageable—but we
need your help. In other words, ―Pick a block and take
a walk!‖
If either (or both) of these projects interests you and
you would like to join with other like-minded people to
work for the preservation and enhancement of our
city’s past, please contact us at the Museum.
Museum Schedule
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Call (310) 328-5392 for appointments.

Happy 100th Birthday!

Torrance resident Roger Keeney celebrated
his 100th birthday in February. Debbie Hays
(left) and Keri Gilbert attended the celebration. Keeney, who has been active in the
field of aviation since 1929, received the FAA
Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award on his
96th birthday.

Leadership Torrance Participants
Learn Local History
During February, two Torrance Chamber of Commerce leadership groups spent a day learning about
local history. Leadership Torrance began over 25 years
ago and Leadership Torrance High School is in its beginning years. Both are highly successful programs.
Participants enjoyed ―History Days‖ organized by the
Torrance Historical Society. The days included bus
tours of local historic sites, walking tours of Old Torrance, lunch from the Red Car Bewery & Restaurant,
and a visit to the Museum. President Kurt Weideman
and past presidents Debbie Hays and Janet Payne were
docents for the events and provided fascinating history
facts, fun trivia, and local legends which were enjoyed
by all.
Richly Deserved Thanks
The Torrance Historical Society extends our heartfelt
gratitude to the sponsors who continue to support us.
These generous organizations include: CitiCABLE3, City
of Torrance, Costco Wholesale Corporation, Cruisin’ 50s
South Bay Car Club, Providence Little Company of Mary
Medical Center, Red Car Brewery & Restaurant,
Torrance Bakery and Sandwich Shop, and Toyota Motor
Sales U.S.A.

Society Receives Proclamation
As part of National Preservation Month, the City of
Torrance presented the Torrance Historical Society with
a City of Torrance Proclamation at a council meeting in
May. ―Celebrating America’s Treasures‖ is the theme of
the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Embracing National Trust guidelines, the Torrance Historical
Society is working on several preservation projects including newspaper digitization, museum archives reorganization, and our upcoming resource survey. Hosting
educational history events and participating in plans for
the upcoming Torrance Centennial celebrations helps
spread the word that history is alive and well right here
in Torrance. These activities help preserve irreplaceable
and tangible reminders of our roots and the history of
Torrance.
President Kurt Weideman accepted the proclamation
from Mayor Frank Scotto. Also present were board
members Gene Higginbotham, Debbie Hays, Carl
Kaemerle, Sue Herbers, and Janet Payne. Stop by the
Museum and see the proclamation in person!

Summer 2011

Page 3

Local Legend Louis Zamperini Honored at Book Signing Event
Louis Zamperini (front row center),
Olympian, WWII POW, and Torrance
hero, was at the Toyota USA Automobile Museum in April to sign Lauren
Hillenbrand’s book about his life
story: Unbroken, A World War II Story
of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption.
Shown in the photo (left to right),
front row: Joann Miyamoto, Debbie
Hays, Louis Zamperini, Leslie Cortez;
middle row: Alan Miyamoto, Gene
Higginbotham, Kurt Weideman, Sandi
Monda, Joyce Jimenez, Nancy
Takahashi, Jeff Kid; back row: Jerry
Ronan, John Naber, Larry Takahashi.
TORRANCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD
President — Kurt Weideman
1st VP — Debbie Hays
2nd VP — Judi Gerber
3rd VP — Janet Payne
4th VP — Trish Stewart
Secretary — Marissa Christiansen
Treasurer — Gene Higginbotham
Financial Secretary — Keri Gilbert
Historian — Jerry Ronan
Special Events — Ann Smisek
Museum Volunteer Chair — Joann Miyamoto
Parliamentarian — Sue Herbers
Member at Large — Michael George
Advisory Board
Liz Fobes
Dee Hardison
Gene Hassan
Carl Kaemerle
Richard Meyer
Janice Plank
Tom Rische
Jamie Ruth Watson
Museum Contacts
Janet Payne, Museum Coordinator
Lucille McComas, Museum Photo Archivist
Library Liaison – Dana Vinke
WWW.TORRANCEHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG
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tell-tale flecks of newsprint at the Museum’s information desk!
How did this come about? First of all, there was the faith of
the Torrance Historical Society and the Torrance Public Library
that something could be done to save these papers. Without their
ongoing support over the past years, no history would have been
saved. Then there were the meetings, attending conferences such
as ―OCLC Developing & Managing Digital Project‖ and ―Writing
Successful Grant Proposals for Preservation and Digitization Projects,‖ and reading books such as Western States Digital Standards
Group Best Practices. (―Digitization for Dummies‖ did not exist.) I
consulted with the Santa Monica Public Library, Whittier Public
Library, and Los Angeles Public Library, as well as other institutions that were planning similar projects. After my eyes stopped
glazing over, I developed a list of recommendations and potential
vendors. Then there was the issue of funding. We needed
$60,000 to make the project happen.
No grant would fund the digitization of the entire run of the
Press and Herald. Fortunately, we were able to form a partnership
that included the Torrance Historical Society, Torrance Friends of
the Library, and the City of Torrance. Each partner contributed
$20,000 toward bringing Torrance history to your fingertips. Next
time you renew your membership, you can take pride that
you helped to give everyone
the ability to access historic
issues of the Torrance Herald,
Torrance Press, and city directories on-line. . .and guilt-free!

Torrance Historical Society & Museum
1345 Post Avenue
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www.TorranceHistoricalSociety.org
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COMING SOON: ROCK AROUND

THE

BLOCK!

It’s time to Rock! The Torrance
Historical Society & Museum will
host its annual Rock around the
Block event on Thursday, July 21st.
This free event, which is sponsored
by Providence Little Company of
Mary Medical Center, celebrates
the city’s 1950s All-America City
Award.
Torrance Historical Society & Museum Membership Form
Name _________________________ Address ____________________________________________________________
Home Phone (____) _____ - ______ Email _______________________________________________________________

 Adult – $20

 Family – $30

 Youth (<18) - $10

 Business/Organization – $50

 Senior (65+) - $15

 Individual Life Membership – $350

 Donation $ __________________________
Please mail this form with your check made out to “Torrance Historical Society” to:

Torrance Historical Society
1345 Post Avenue
Torrance, CA 90501

