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Torrance Historical Society Members,

Hope this writing finds all safe, healthy and happy!

It’s been a very interesting year of adjustments for all, to say the least,  
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

It was with much sadness that we voted to cancel many of our signature  
events, however, it was an easy decision, to help slow the spread of COVID-19 
and keep our members, volunteers, and Board Members safe.

Some of the events canceled this year (to be continued, when safe) include:
• Walking Tours of Historic Old Torrance – 4th Sundays, May-October
• Annual Meeting and Installation of Officers – Sunday, June 7th
•  Rock Around the Block – Thursday, July 16th (this would have been  

our 16th annual)
• Summer Stroll – Thursday, August 6th
•  Fall Tour of Historic Homes – Saturday & Sunday, October 10th–11th
• Visit with a Veteran – Sunday, November 8th

Although we missed amazing opportunities to mix and mingle with  
you all, we are still working behind the scenes on many projects, including 
some of those events for 2021!

We’ve also been very busy planning a new corner in the museum in  
remembrance of past President, Jamie Ruth Watson, organizing files and  
archives, researching data and materials for a new (updated) historical 
plaque for the original site of the Jared Sidney Torrance Memorial Hospital, 
and much, much more!

We have also continued to hold Board meetings via Zoom and were able  
to complete our first-ever vote by email and zoom installation this past  
month. We want to say thanks to all of the members who participated in the 
voting and the zoom installation, including our city officials who joined us!  
A special shout-out to Mayor Pat Furey for taking time from his evening to 
swear in next year’s slate, Councilwoman Heidi Ashcraft and Councilman 
Mike Griffiths.  We’d also like to thank our nominating committee, and Red 
Car Brewery for a discounted meal to enjoy before, or during, the Installation.

We love our members, as you are all so amazing and are willing to  
venture into the unknown with us.

It’s been an unusual year of growth and learning for us and we deeply  
appreciate you hanging in there with us – we look forward to seeing all  
of you post COVID!! 
                                Thanks so much, Michelle Polcari

Michelle Polcari 
2020-2021 President

President’s Message
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LeRoy Jackson — A Slice of Time

After 54 years of dedicated service to the City, Torrance City  
 Manager, LeRoy Jackson, is retiring. He has five decades worth 

of stories he could tell, each one worthy of a listen — especially when 
told by him, LeRoy-style. We invited him to share a story, any story, 
of his choice, for this newsletter:

As I wind down, I think of the folk I have met, of the moments 
shared, and how they intertwine into who we are. I wanted to share a 
slice of time — it’s 1970 – LeRoy, a newbie in the City Manager’s office 
— it’s Tuesday, and a Council meeting, and, in those trying times for 
City Manager Ed Ferraro vs Mayor Albert Isen, who had been forced 
to hire Ed as City Manager — Mayor Isen calls to me under orals, 
“LeRoy, I hear you have a guest with you tonight?” …. “Yes, Mayor, 
my grandfather John Albert from Omaha, Nebraska, is here tonight.” 
“Well, Granddaddy, come up and tell us about yourself.” 

OK, trust me, you did not want to ask a Nebraskan to take the mic 
— the council heard more about Omaha and Nebraska farming and 
the weather than I think any of the Council was prepared for — it was 

so kind of the Mayor to give him this moment to share — it was a special moment for my Grandfather and a 
very special moment for me.

At that time, our Minutes Secretary, Ava Gripe, taped the meetings and would transcribe the minutes. 
Ava thought I would like to have the moment, so she gave me a copy of the audio tape — because of these  
two people of the past, and of the City family so special, my great grandchildren can hear his voice — the  
Nebraskan twang and cadence and the interplay with the Council. This Torrance Cares moment of the past 
captures the very special place Torrance has been for me and my family — a Dare 2 Care Torrance moment 
reaching from the past.

Now, it is 1986, and I am the new City Manager — just three years into the job. I get a call from  
someone not heard from since 1972, Mayor Isen. “Hi LeRoy, 
my neighbor has a problem, and I told him you could help. He 
thinks something is happening on his property.” I said I would 
check it out — and, so began a series of significant events which 
impacted Torrance. Our Building and Safety Director, Ralph 
Grippo, and I went out to his neighbor, Mr. Smith, who was 
above the Isen property. He did have some minor shift of his 
land showing an inch gap along his north sidewalk. Ralph 
would watch, but no serious concerns. I updated Mayor Isen. 
Then, a few days later, the Mayor calls again, “LeRoy, we have 
a problem!” And, we did. Mr. Smith’s property had fallen  
60 feet down the hill and was crushing the Mayor’s house.  
We responded — Fire and our General Services people helped 
the Mayor and his wife get some things together, my staff 
(Kathy Keane and Lynn Shall) got them housing. The Mayor’s 
beloved car, however, was trapped in the crushing garage — 
our folk used chainsaws and manpower to get it out. Several 
days later, Mayor Giessert and our people set-up chairs and  
comforted the Mayor and his wife as we bulldozed their very  
special hillside home.  Somehow, I was there and Torrance,  
again, showing a Dare 2 Care virtue.

LeRoy Jackson, City Manager 
1982

Mayor Albert Isen – Reading Look Magazine  
featuring an article describing how  

the City of Torrance won the All-America City 
Award (1956) under his leadership
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Meet the Board

Our Board, like so many others, is pivoting with the times and 
has been meeting via Zoom to stay connected and productive. 

During our first Zoom meeting, the Nominating Committee*  
presented the 2020/2021 Slate of Nominees for consideration.  
The slate was approved by the Board, and then emailed (and mailed 
to those without email) to our members in June so they could cast 
their vote. The votes came flying back in support of the Board, as 
presented — there were no nominations from the “floor” (or couch).

Normally, we would host our Annual Meeting at a COOL  
location, with lunch included in the ticket price, and then take 10 
minutes of the fun-ness to have the Mayor officially install the 
Officers. Well, life is anything but “normal,” right now, so instead, 
we “Zoomed it!”  This event was free, open to the public, and was 
COVID Casual (yoga pants or PJ bottoms, optional). On Thursday, 
July 31st, from the comforts of our homes, the Mayor installed the 
2020/2021 Board.

*Janet Payne was the Chair of the Nominating Committee. She 
served with Ann Strong from the Board and with Lynn Robinson 
from Membership.  Alternates were Joann Miyamoto and Mary 
Hoffman.

2019-20 Board Installation — Los Angeles Maritime Museum

This year’s 2020-21 Board Installation – everyone’s living room
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Normally, that means before COVID crept into 
our lives, on Memorial Day, the Torrance  

Historical Society conducts a memorial service for 
Torrance service personnel who gave their lives in 
U.S. military actions. The program takes place in 
the plaza of the City of Torrance Veterans Memorial 
at the corner of Torrance Blvd. and Maple Ave. and 
includes the reading of the 146 Names on the Wall. 
Those names include war losses from World War I  
to those in the Iraq and Afghanistan War. 

However, in an abundance of caution, a few  
members of the Torrance Historical Society, adhering  
to the social distancing rules in an effort to slow the 
spread of COVID-19, gathered on the Wednesday 
preceding Memorial Day at the Names on the Wall 
without an audience for a reading of the names.  
There was one reader, not seven – Charlie Saulinas,  
a Vietnam Veteran. Michelle Polcari, President,  
welcomed the virtual crowd, and Jerry Ronan,  
Coordinator of the event, lead the Flag Salute.  
It was simple. It was poignant. It was tradition. 

“We will pray that we may never add another 
name to that cold, black wall,” noted Jerry Ronan, 
Torrance Historical Society Board Member and 
WWll Veteran.

Torrance CitiCABLE aired the Reading on  
Memorial Day. You can view it on their YouTube 
channel: https://youtu.be/QBG9IVJarYQ

Note: With the help of a handful of volunteers, the  
Torrance Historical Society is continuing to gather 
and preserve the too-short life story of each of the  
Torrance military war causalities. To date, the  
organization is over halfway to their goal of putting  
a face on each name. The organization aspires to  
research, and place in the Museum archives, the story 
of each of these heroes.

Names on the Wall

MeMorial Day

Remember and Honor

A handful of volunteers from the Torrance Historical Society and dedicated City employees  
helped with the Names on the Wall event – COVID style.  

L to R: Debbie Hays, Charlie Saulinas, Michelle Polcari, Jerry Ronan, Viet Hoang, Janet Payne, Zulma Gent & Jett Hays

Vietnam Veteran Charlie Saulinas reads the Names on the Wall
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The sign on the door reads, “In the interest of the health of our 
Staff and Guests, we will be closed until further notice.”  

However . . . don’t be fooled. Our all-volunteer, masked Board is  
working behind those closed doors — busy keeping history alive!  

Some of our recent projects include . . .

•  Selecting photos for the Chamber’s Throw Back Thursday  
highlights featured in their online newsletter and for Partner  
Engineering & Science, Inc.’s office

•  Gathering old photos of buildings along Sartori for a  
soon-to-be-unveiled that-was-then-this-is-now project the  
Community Development Dept. is putting together

•  Working with Jim Miller, Ken Miller’s son, to research and  
identify members of the 1961 Torrance High Track Team

• Helping a student in her efforts to apply for a scholarship
One of the photos submitted from the  

Torrance Historical Society’s Photo Archives  
for the Chamber’s Throw Back Thursdays

CIF Track Records

Jim Miller, son of former Mayor Ken Miller, was 
fingered by a group of guys who are in the process 
of correcting and revamping the online California 
track records for League, CIF Regionals and State 
meet results — including prelims. As Jim stated, 
“It’s a gargantuan job — the data goes back to 1915.”  
They figured that since he and his dad went to  
Torrance High, he could be their point man for 
questions regarding Torrance High athletes. 

Jim was tasked with finding the first names of  
Guilford and Kane who were on the 1961 THS Track  
team. He did his due diligence and searched the 
online newspaper archives, but had no luck. So, he  
called the Torrance Historical Society for assistance.  
On went the mask and gloves, and the sleuthing  
began. After carefully perusing through Torrance 
High yearbooks from 1960 - 1962, texting photos and  
stats from each one to Jim, we came up empty handed 
after three hours of research.

Jim shared the information with the group, and 
they came to the conclusion that, “The L.A. Times 
must have been mistaken when it identified these 
guys as THS guys because, first, they don’t appear in 
the yearbook, and second, the team point totals only 
add up if you drop these two guys from the THS total.” 
Mystery solved.

Lowell Milken Center Discover Award

Back in May, we were contacted by 9th grader  
Lauren Hall who said she was “creating a website to 
commemorate the lives of Louis Zamperini and the 
other American POWs held in Japan.” Her project  

will be submitted for consideration of the Lowell 
Milken Center’s Discovery Award, in which students 
are asked to create a project on an unsung hero of 
their choice. She selected Louis Zamperini.  

She asked, “I was wondering if there is somebody  
I may be able to interview to gain more knowledge 
about Louis Zamperini’s story?” Having been a 
friend of Louis Zamperini’s for 20+ years, Debbie 
Hays, 4th VP of the Torrance Historical Society, 
answered her nine, not-so-easy questions via email. 
Here is a link to her completed project:   
https://lauren0854.wixsite.com/louiszamperini

These are just a few of the “things” going on  
behind closed doors at the Museum. We have not yet  
set our reopening date, but we’re working with City 
Staff to ensure all appropriate COVID-19 safeguards  
are in place before we welcome you back. In the 
meantime, if you have questions or require research 
assistance, please leave a message at the Museum 
(310.328.5392) and we will try and assist you, too!

Museum Closed
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Lighting Up History

This unprecedented pandemic is history in the making — devastating industries and making heroes out 
of our frontline workers.  To honor the hospitality industry (purple), who has been hit particularly hard, 

and those working on the frontline (blue), Discover Torrance started the initiative to Light-up the City in 
purple and blue — in a show of unity in the community, solidarity and hope. 

The following establishments lit-up from mid-April until April 30th, with some extending it until May 15th. 
The community was encouraged to hop in the car and tour the buildings and businesses who participated.  
They included:

Torrance Marriott

Torrance Historical Society & Museum

California Bank & Trust – 21515 Hawthorne Blvd.
DoubleTree by Hilton – 21333 Hawthorne Blvd.
Torrance Marriott – Redondo Beach – 3635 Fashion Way
Miyako Hybrid Hotel – 21381 S. Western Ave.
Redac Gateway Hotel – 20801 S. Western Ave.
Bluestem Hotel – 2448 Sepulveda Blvd.
American Honda Motor Co., Inc. – 1919 Torrance Blvd.
Torrance City Hall – 3031 Torrance Blvd.
James Armstrong Theatre – 3330 Civic Center Drive
DocMagic – 1800 W. 213th St.
The Rabbit Hole – 1504 Cabrillo Ave.
Torrance Historical Society & Museum – 1345 Post Ave.
Torrance Police Dept. – 3300 Civic Center Drive
Fire Station No. 1 – 1701 Crenshaw Blvd.
Fire Station No. 2 – 25135 Robinson Way
Fire Station No. 3 – 3535 W. 182nd St.
Fire Station No. 4 – 5205 Calle Mayor

Fire Station No. 5 – 3940 Del Amo Blvd.

Fire Station No. 6 – 21401 Del Amo Circle Drive

A special thanks to DJ Ozzie for lighting up the  
Museum (with EIGHT lights), the Armstrong Theatre,  
and all six Fire Stations.

Walking Tours 

Every May-October, on the fourth Sunday (in a non-pandemic  
year), the Torrance Historical Society hosts a docent-led 

Walking Tour of Historic Old Torrance. This year, with the 
COVID cloud lurking above, we had to forgo all six sightseeing 
excursions.

However, we invite you to take a self-guided tour! Though 
Janet & Debbie, your more-often-than-not Tour Guides for this 
event, won’t be on hand to share the history, let you in on some  
of the “secrets” or point out what happened here and who lived 
there. You can reference the Plaque Program list on our website:  
http://www.torrancehistoricalsociety.org/opportunities/plaque.html 
and use it as your Walking Tour Guide. In 1983, the Torrance 
Historical Society began a long-term program of placing bronze 
plaques on Torrance landmarks that merited recognition.  
There are 13 to date, and we’re in the process of adding more.

6

Janet & Debbie showing off the plaque at  
the Red Car Brewery & Restaurant –  

originally the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Co.
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Long before Torrance Bakery hung their sign at  
1343 El Prado Ave., it was home to  

Torrance Cycle & Fix-it Shop — Tel 382-J

Janet & Jared

Talk about history –  
we’re living it! 

Even Jared Sidney Torrance 
and Museum Coordinator,  

Janet Payne, are practicing 
“social distancing” –  

another new word to be added 
to the archives in  

this chapter of history. 
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Discover  
Downtown  
Torrance  

App

Checkout how the City of  
Torrance Community Devel-

opment Department (CDD) GIS 
Team created a Mapping App to 
illustrate some of the Downtown 
Torrance businesses, which also 
includes a cool historical point of 
reference. 

Here’s the link:   
https://arcg.is/0H1Pz 

Many of the pictures featured 
on the new App are from the  
Torrance Historical Society & 
Museum’s photo archives.  

If you have additional historic 
pictures of the Downtown Torrance  
commercial area that you would 
like to share, please email a copy 
to CDDinfo@TorranceCa.gov 
or contact CDD planning staff 
(Historic Preservation Division) 
at 310.618.2710. Please include a 
location, address, and, if possible, 
a chronological timeline/story. The 
City Manager’s Office of Economic 
Development will be overseeing a 
portion of this new exciting App 
to include up-to-date business info 
and social media links. 

Weston Ranch School 1890-91 
The Weston Ranch School was established by Orin Stone Weston for local farm  

children. Located on Lomita Blvd., the one-room schoolhouse had one teacher for 
grades 1st – 8th. Back then, they didn’t need to do temperature checks, wear masks 

or practice social distancing.

Newspaper ad 
from the  

May 2, 1946  
edition of the

Torrance Herald
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Torrance  
Historical Society  

& Museum
1345 Post Avenue  

(at Cravens)

310.328.5392

Hours:
Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday

1:00PM – 4:00PM

www.TorranceHistoricalSociety.org
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Reminder:
Memberships make great gifts . . .  

perfect for the person who has everything! 

If you purchase a Membership as a gift,  

upon request, the Torrance Historical Society  

will mail the recipient  

a special certificate of notification. 
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RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

So, with positive thoughts and 
fingers crossed, mark your calendar 
for 2:00 PM on Sunday, January 
24th, for an afternoon with  
Mark Rozelle, author of Beside 
the LA River: The Story of Early 
Los Angeles Pioneers. You will 
learn how the Rozelles overcame 
droughts, floods, earthquakes, and 
the Great Depression, as the river 
brought them both wealth and 
tribulation. Sponsored by the  
Torrance Historical Society and 
the Los Angeles Maritime Museum.

Beside the LA River — Meet the Author

Let’s try this, once more. We’re hoping that by January 24 2021,     
 we can host in-person events, again. Of course, we’re  

anticipating certain restrictions, but we’ll be prepared. If not in 
person, then we have a Plan B up our sleeve. 


